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Vibee Bradbury and Ann Jones, Senior EMAS consultants, went on a study tour of three schools in the county of
Gwynedd, North Wales, in February. In this predominantly Welsh-speaking area, bilingual education has been in
practice for the last 20 years, and we were interested in finding out how this works in the classroom for pupils who are
new to Welsh.

Two secondary schools were seen - Ysgol Syr Hugh Owen in Caernarfon, and Ysgol Botwnnog on the Llyn peninsula.
Ysgol, by the way, means school. At Syr Hugh Owen, 95% of the 1200 pupils come from Welsh-speaking homes. We
observed a French lesson with Year 7 which was delivered in French and Welsh. In the top Year 10 Maths set all
pupils were working in Welsh, but had access to the same textbook in English. The school enables its pupils to
become proficient in English as well as Welsh through making sure that certain units in all subjects are delivered in
English.

At Ysgol Botwnnog there is a higher percentage of pupils from non-Welsh speaking homes - approximately 20%. The
school delivers the curriculum primarily in Welsh, but lesson presentation and resources are also available in English.
This means that students are always able to work in their stronger language. We spoke to Hannah, in Year 11, and her
brother Alex in Year 9, whose family had moved from Birmingham to Llyn six years ago. In Maths both of them chose
to do their work in Welsh, saying that they felt comfortable with the terminology. However, when discussing the work
Hannah prefers to speak English, while Alex is happy to speak Welsh or English.

In Ysgol Llangybi, a primary school, we worked with the reception and Year 1 class (as it was a snowy day, they were
all drawing snowballs and describing snowmen). Here, in a class of 20, two were recent arrivals, joining the school
less than 6 months ago with no Welsh. Lisa, aged 6, told Vibee proudly that she had "learned Welsh in a week".
Teachers and teaching assistants routinely use Welsh, but will switch to English if the child needs more explanation.
Clearly, the bilingualism of the teacher is an enormous asset to pupils who are in the process of learning Welsh - and it
is not something which the majority of EMA teachers are able to offer here in Islington. However, making resources
available in the child’s first language is something we can plan for.

There is one big difference between schools in Welsh-medium Gwynedd and Islington: there is one primary and a
secondary language unit for children. Pupils stay for a term, following a specially designed course based on drama.
Other curriculum areas, such as Maths, Science, History and Art, are linked to it. It's important to note that pupils in
the language unit share playtimes, mealtimes and assemblies with the rest of the school. Teachers from the unit follow
up pupils when they join their local school, advising teachers on how to adapt work in Welsh for the beginners.

So - in conclusion - we found a range of strategies in place in primary and secondary schools, all of which helped
monolingual English new arrivals to become confident bilingual learners. A fuller report with recommendations will be
available from EMAS in the Summer Term.

NEW WEBSITE GUIDANCE ON PUPIL MOBILITY

CEA@Islington EMAS, in partnership with North Islington EAZ and Islington schools, have developed website
guidance to assist schools' management of pupil mobility. The guidance provides schools with ideas for good practice,
case studies of good practice in Islington schools and up-to-date links to other useful guidance and resources.

This website can be accessed at: http://www.islingtonschools.net/p/T&L/EMAS/mobility_home.htm

The guidance includes:

A title page, introducing the website and suggesting that it be seen very much as a 'starter pack' where Islington
schools can contribute their good practice as additional case studies for dissemination.

A further five sections with guidance on: school policy; school self-evaluation; induction procedures to support
curriculum access; supporting new arrivals and their families; teaching about refugees.

Each page has free downloads available that schools may find helpful. These include: a draft school policy; audit forms
to support school self-evaluation; a flow chart of a school's induction procedures; a checklist for staff receiving new
arrivals in the classroom; forms for the tracking and review of early progress with short-term targets; a welcome
booklet; a reward certificate for settling in; descriptions of Refugee Week curriculum activities in Islington schools with
teachers' notes.

We do hope you will find this new resource helpful.

Last year 9 pupils and 9 parents worked with Ali Ozguven towards Turkish GCSE.

A lot of parents were quite anxious to begin with, as the thought
of sitting an exam was quite daunting although they were
competent in Turkish. However, the parents managed to get a
total of 7 As (6 A*s and 1A)

A FANTASTIC OUTCOME!

In addition all of the children passed with As and A*s. We are very
proud of them all for their efforts and commitment to education.
What the results have shown is the great strength of our bilingual
parents in their own home language and the desire to do well. It
was very positive to see both parents and children working
towards the same goal.

Grafton is continuing to work with the present Year 6 pupils and
their parents towards their GCSE Turkish. We celebrate their
achievements so far and wish them every success in the future.

WORK WITH MOTHER TONGUE
SUPPLEMENTARY SCHOOLS IN ISLINGTON

In Islington's schools there is a large number of black and minority
ethnic pupils, speaking more than 110 languages. Some of these
ethnic groups have been in Islington for a while, such as the Black
Caribbean and West African communities, while others, like Kurdish
and Turkish people, have arrived more recently.

Underachievement in mainstream education is a considerable issue
within some black and minority ethnic communities. To tackle this
issue, the London Borough of Islington has been providing a wide
range of support to children and parents of these communities. One of
these supportive projects is the partnership of Adult & Community
Learning Team with the voluntary and community organisations, which
run Mother Tongue and Supplementary Schools for the children and
young people of said communities. More than 20 different
organisations have been granted funds to run extra educational
support projects for children. These projects are run either after school
or on a weekend basis. Apart from financial support, some of these
groups have been allocated premises within mainstream settings.

Free in-house and central training is also organised for the Mother
Tongue and Supplementary Schools to improve the quality of provision
and make them more efficient in fulfilling their aim, which is the
improvement of children's achievement. These courses have proved
extremely popular, attracting teachers from a wide range of
communities.

The creation of my post as Development Officer for Supplementary &
Mother Tongue Schools is another aspect of the support the local
authority gives to these groups. | was appointed to this post in
November 2003 and my main role is to work with the MTSS on an
individual and small group basis to improve the quality of their
provision.

At present more than 900 children attend the twenty schools funded by
Adult and Community Learning, more than 75% of whom are from
Islington mainstream Schools.
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At a special Whittington Time Exchange
meeting, a group of Turkish speaking parents
prepared some traditional dishes for all
articipants to enjoy.



